DECLARATION BY THE GOVERNMENT OF ICELAND CONCERNING NEW TASKS OF THE ICELANDIC AUTHORITIES ON THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE ICELAND DEFENCE FORCE 
        The Government of Iceland has discussed a wide range of new tasks and altered domestic arrangements that need to be considered on the withdrawal of the Iceland Defence Force. 

         1. A limited liability company under state ownership will be established to address future development and conversion of the former agreed area at Keflavík Airport. The company’s task will be systematically to convert the area and the buildings on it for profitable civilian uses without disrupting the community. The company will be responsible for and handle the operation and administration of specified properties in the area and the leasing, sale, environmental remediation and, where appropriate, demolition of buildings, until the task is deemed to have been completed. The company will be under the jurisdiction of the Prime Minister and the Government will appoint two persons to its board, while local municipalities in the Suðurnes district will be invited to appoint one member. 

        2.  To strengthen public security, the review of legislation on civil defence will address the establishment of a centre which will link all domestic parties involved in security issues relating to both natural catastrophes and manmade risks. To optimise coordination within the centre, the Prime Minister, Minister for Foreign Affairs, Minister of Justice, Minister of Communications, Minister of Health and Social Security and Minister for the Environment will be on its governing board. Day-to-day management of the centre will be under the auspices of the Minister of Justice who will sponsor a new civil defence bill in Parliament. 

        3.  Alongside the review of police organisation, cooperation will be stepped up further between the police, coast guard, fire service and rescue groups, to ensure the participation of reserve resources wherever they may be needed in Iceland.

        4.  It will be ensured that the Icelandic authorities have legal sanction to cooperate closely with government authorities and international agencies in exchanging confidential information. 

       5.  Action will be taken to set up a high-performance, secure telecommunications system, Tetra, covering the whole of Iceland. 

        6.  Measures have already been implemented to strengthen the Icelandic Coast Guard’s helicopter search and rescue services and a new aircraft and new patrol vessel will also be purchased. 

        7.  The Government will work towards the establishment of a cross-party consultative forum to address Icelandic security on a broad basis, including through cooperation with similar bodies in neighbouring countries. 

        8.  On the withdrawal of the defence force, it is natural for public administration at Keflavík Airport to be brought into line with the norms elsewhere in Iceland, and the Government will address this task. Initially, however, administration of the former agreed area will remain unchanged. A special area at the airport, under the control of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, shall also be designated for use in military exercises by the United States and other NATO states or for other military needs. 

       9.  Measures will be taken to ensure the monitoring of all signals from the Radar Agency which are relevant for surveillance of aircraft in Icelandic airspace. 
Agreed by the Government of Iceland, 26 September 2006

